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Filtering social media posts based on the content of the post as compared to a “whitelist” (allowed 
content), and a “blacklist” (disallowed content).  
BACKGROUND 
During the November 2020 election, families were torn apart because of differing views that were 
expressed in posts on social media websites such as Facebook. In some cases, it may not be possible to 
tell people that they cannot or should not discuss certain issues on the social media website. However, 
the recipient might mask what they see from this person. If the person changes their mind, they can alter 
the filter and get access to all of the previously filtered posts. Alternatively, someone may want to see 
content related to specific topics.  
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DESCRIPTION 
This the BLACKLIST aspect: Posts are NOT DISPLAYED if the content contains topics that the recipient 
does not want to see such as the following:  
• Anything political or having to do with national policy (illegal immigration, open border, 
transgender, IBGQ, homelessness, unemployment, elections, electoral college, political parties, 
etc.) 
• Selected topics (Trump, Global Warming, Climate Change, etc. ...) 
ALTERNATIVELY 
This is the WHITELIST aspect: Only posts CONTAINING certain content are displayed. For example, if 
an individual has a "green thumb" then perhaps only posts having to do with gardening or landscaping are 
allowed through. If someone has an interesting hobby, then only subject related to that hobby are 
allowed. Also, someone might only be interested in post having to do with "family" and "pictures of family" 
in outings or in group shots. 
 
Ideally, the social media website would allow the user to input their own terms. And then the content 
could be searched to see if they contain one or more of the terms. Instead of search the content, the 
platform might allow the content generator to self-identify the content with tags, e.g., family, political, 
vacation, music, movie, etc ... And then the filter terms could be applied against the tags. 
4
Publication: Filtering Social Media Posts Based on Content
Published by Technical Disclosure Commons, 2021
